
   This past month, I read a book by Northern 
Kentucky pastor, Brad Bigney, entitled, "Gospel 
Treason". In this book, he tackles the issue of idols 
in the world and most importantly in our lives. I 
discuss my findings in the article "Do You Have a 
Golden Calf?" I hope this article helps you this 
month recognize and conquer the idols that exist in 
your life.
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Do You Have a Golden Calf?
                  In Exodus 32, during Moses' brief absence, Aaron creates a 
                                        golden calf for the people to worship. Isn't it interesting that 
                                        after just a very short absence of strong leadership and 
direction toward God, that people can drift away from God's teachings? You may 
say to yourself that you don't have a golden calf that you bow down and pray to 
every day. But are there other things that you substitute in place of God? "An idol 
is anything that captures our hearts, minds, and affections more than God." 
Furthermore, as G.K. Chesterton concludes, "When we cease to worship God, we do 
not worship nothing, we worship anything." 
Idolatry is nothing more than false worship. 
   Idolatry can be materialistic and come in the form 
of desire for more "stuff" such as jewelry, a new 
car, a big house, etc. Or it can come in the form of 
position or status - that next promotion or the head 
of a particular committee. A common idol in this country is the desire to win, to beat 
someone else in order to show ourselves superior. I am not saying that we shouldn't 
enjoy these things - the big house, the new promotion, winning the big game, but we 
should not live for them. You can find your idols by following where you spend your 
time and money. 
   So where do these idols come from? How do they show up and reek havoc in our 
lives? "The heart is deceitfully above all things, and desperately wicked; who can 
                                                 know it." Jeremiah 17:9. Hollywood does a great job 
                                                 teaching us to "follow our hearts". But according to 
                                                 Jeremiah, our hearts are wicked and not to be trusted. 
                                                 Jeremiah isn't the only one to teach this. Proverbs says, 
                                                 "He who trusts in his own heart is a fool, but whoever 
                                                 walks wisely will be delivered." Many times our heart will 
lead us to do what we really want to do instead of what God wants us to do. Use 
caution here, Christian. We should inspect our hearts but most importantly we 
should guard our hearts and most importantly guide our hearts. This is done using 
your mind to interpret God's word and apply it to your life.

Inside Out 

   Let Me bless you with My grace and Peace. Open 
your heart and mind to receive all that I have for 
you. Do not be ashamed of your emptiness. 
Instead, view it as the optimal condition for being 
filled with My Peace. 
   It is easy to touch up your outward appearance, 
to look as if you have it all together. Your attempts 
to look good can fool most people. But I see 
straight through you, into the depths of your being. 
There is no place for pretense in your relationship 
with Me. Rejoice in the relief of being fully 
understood. Talk with Me about your struggles and 
feelings of inadequacy. Little by little, I will 
transform your weaknesses into strengths. 
Remember that your relationship with Me is 
saturated in grace. Therefore, nothing that you do 
or don’t do can separate you from My Presence. 
   - From Jesus Calling 
   But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his 
appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. 
The Lord does not look at the things man looks at. 
Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord 
looks at the heart.” 
—1 Samuel 16:7

Quotes 
   To find what you seek in the road of life, the best 
proverb of all is that which says: "Leave no stone 
unturned." - Edward Bulwer Lytton 
   Don't wait for extraordinary opportunities. Seize 
common occasions and make them great. - Orison 
Swett Marden



Upcoming Events


2/2 - Upward: Game #8 
2/3 - Youth: Super Bowl party @ 
the Burford's home 
2/16 - Upward: Awards ceremony 
@ SCHS - 10:00 a.m. 
2/17 - Children's Ministry: "I'm a 
Christian Now!" class 
2/22 - Youth: Perfect North trip 
2/24 - Children's Ministry: "I'm a 
Christian Now!" class

    Regular Events 
•Sundays  @ 5:00 p.m. – Prodigal 
team meeting (CGBC)

Finances
Income…..…...…..…….…...-$2,736
Expenses….............…............-$3428

Holidays & Interesting Dates
• Groundhog Day, February 2
• Boy Scout Day, February 8 
• Ash Wednesday, February 13 
• Valentines Day, February 14 
• Susan B. Anthony Day, February 15
• President's Day, February 18
• Love Your Pet Day, February 20

              Upward Sunday 

   Upward Sunday at CGBC was January 20th. Over 240 parents 
and children showed their Upward colors. On hand for 
entertainment was basketball handler and juggler, Scott Hill.
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               Baptisms

   The January 6th morning                  
service at CGBC  was an                     
exciting time! There were                           
five folks baptized and one               
additional salvation. One of the biggest days 
in many years at Cedar. Baptized were Barry 
Hibbard, Ashley Stephens,              
Abbigayle Templeton,                        
Gabrielle Templeton, and                        
Corey Dean. Also, Corey                      
Dean's mother was saved!                      
Praise God!!

The End Is Near?
   Ole is the pastor of the local Norwegian Lutheran Church, and Pastor Sven is the 
minister of the Swedish Covenant Church, which is just across the road.
   One day they join forces and are seen pounding a sign into the ground, which says:
                        DA END ISS NEAR! 
              TURN YERSELF AROUNT NOW 
                   BAFOR IT ISS TOO LATE! 
   As a car speeds past them, the driver leans out his
window and yells, "Leave people alone, you Skandihoovian
religious nuts!"
   From the curve they heard screeching tires and a big splash.
   Shakin' his head, Rev. Ole says "Dat's da terd one dis mornin'."
   "Yaa," Pastor Sven agrees, then asks, "Do ya tink maybe da sign should yust say, 
'Bridge Out?'" 

In Memmorium
                              On January 3rd, Helen
                            Barber, long-time member
                            of Cedar Grove Baptist
                            Church, passed away at
                            her home. Helen was
                            seventy-nine years old
                            and is survived by her
                            husband of sixty years, 
Delbert Barber, four children, seven 
grandchildren, and one great 
granddaughter. Darrell Taylor officiated 
services and she was buried at Cedar 
Grove Cemetery on January 6th.
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Dreams

   Go confidently in the direction of your 
dreams. Live the life you have imagined.

- Henry David Thoreau




